CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

1 J f\\ / 1 . A system for enabling cooperative processing in a heterogeneous computer 

2 / network, comprising: 

3 ^ a plurality of heterogeneous computer systems, at least two of the computer systems 

4 including a system speoified user identification; and 

5 an enterprise directory service, the enterprise directory service being shared by the 

6 plurality of computer systems to provide for the formation of an enterprise group, the 

7 enterprise directory service including at least one enterprise user which is associated with 

8 system specified user idemification fi-om the at least two of the computer systems. 

1 2. The system if claim 1 , wherein each of the computer systems comprises an 

2 enterprise directory service adapter (eDSA). 

1 3. The system of claim 1, wherein the eDSA comprises at least one of a plurality 

2 of Application Programmingllnterfaces (API) for: 

3 creating and deleting an enterprise user in a container in the enterprise directory 

4 service; 1 

5 mapping between a system specified user identification and the enterprise user; and 

6 creating encrypted paclqages for use between at least two computer systems in the 

7 enterprise group. \ 
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comprises a container 



The system of claim 1, wherein the enterprise directory service further 
the container comprising the at least one enterprise user. 



5. The system of claim 1, wherein the enterprise directory service further 
iseLdmini 



comprises an enterpnse 
least one of the followin 



creating the entei prise group; 



defining one or 



more enterprise users for the enterprise group; 



creating a contai ler for the enterprise group, the container comprising the enterprise 



users: and 



creating an iden 



dministrator, the enterprise administrator capable of performing at 
g functions: 



ity for an eDSA for each of the plurality of computer systems. 



6. A methc d for enabling cooperative processing in a heterogeneous computer 
network, the network including a plurality of computers systems, comprising the steps of: 
(a) administering a first of the plurality of computer systems operating under a 
atform through a first eDSA, the first computer system including a 
^r identification; 

ing a second of the plurality of computer systems operating under a 
second operating system blatform through a second eDSA, the second computer system 
including a second system specified user identification; and 

(c) configuring an enterprise directory service to be shared by the first and 
second computer systems for the formation of an enterprise group, the enterprise directory 



first operating system p 
first system specified us 
(b) administi 
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service including at least one ent jrprise user which is associated with the first and second 
system specified user identificati on. 



The method of cl|aim 6, wherein the configuring step (c) comprises: 

container in the enterprise directory service, the container 
user; and 



(cl) creating 
comprising the at least one 

(c2) creating 



ente pnse i 



m enterprise administrator. 



8. The method of claim 7, wherein the enterprise administrator is capable of 
performing at least one of the following fiinctions: 



creating the enterprise 
defining one or more f 
creating a container 
users; and 



group; 

nterprise users for the enterprise group; 



X T the enterprise group, the container comprising the enterprise 



creating identities for the first and second eDSAs. 



9. 



The method 



■claim 6, fiirther comprising: 

(d) invoking a relquest by the first system specified user identification on the first 
computer system to be serviced on the second computer system; 

(e) servicing the request by the second system specified user identification on the 
second computer system; and 

(f) returning a result firom the second computer system to the first computer 
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10. The method of claim 9, wherein the invoking step (d) comprises: 

(dl) invoking me request by the first system specified user identification 
on the first computer system to lie serviced on the second computer system; 

(d2) determinir g by the first eDS A that the first system specified user 
identification is associated with t le at least one enterprise user; 

(d3) packaging the request by the first eDSA as being invoked by the at 



least one enterprise user; and 

(d4) forwardin, 



the packaged request to the second computer system. 



1 1 . The method of cla m 9, wherein the servicing step (e) comprises: 

(el) receiving t le request firom the first computer system by the second 
computer system, the request being packaged for the at least one enterprise user; 

(e2) determining by the second eDSA that the at least one enterprise user 
is associated with the second sysjiem specified user identification for the second computer 
system; and 

(e3) servicing jthe request by the second computer system as if invoked by 
the second system specified user identification. 

12. A computer rea< able medium with program instructions for enabling 
cooperative processing in a heterogeneous computer network, the network including a 
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3 plurality of computers systems, the; instructions for; 

4 (a) administering a first of the/plurality of computer systems operating under a 

5 first operating system platform through a/first eDSA, the first computer system including a 

6 first system specified user identification;/ 

7 (b) administering a second of the plurality of computer systems operating under a 

8 second operating system platform through a second eDSA, the second computer system 

9 including a second system specified user identification; and 

1 0 (c) configuring an enterprise directory service to be shared by the first and 

1 1 second computer systems for the fomiation of an enterprise group, the enterprise directory 

12 service including at least one enterprise user v^hich is associated v^ith the first and second 

1 3 system specified user identification. 
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13. The medium of claiip 12, wherein the configuring instruction (c) comprises 
instructions for: 

(cl) creating a container in the enterprise directory service, the container 
comprising the at least one enterprise user; and 



(c2) creating an 



enterprise administrator. 



14. The medium of claim 12, fiirther comprising instructions for: 

(d) invoking a request by the first system specified user identification on the first 
computer system to be serviced c n the second computer system; 

(e) servicing the request by the second system specified user identification on the 
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6 (f) returning a result from the second computer system to the first computer 

7 system. 
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15. The medium ofjclaim 14, wherein the invoking instruction (d) comprises 
instructions for: 



(dl) invoking 
on the first computer system to 



the request by the first system specified user identification 
be serviced on the second computer system; 
(d2) determining by the first eDSA that the first system specified user 
identification is associated with me at least one enterprise user; 

(d3) packaging! the request by the first eDSA as being invoked by the at 
least one enterprise user; and 

(d4) forwardind the packaged request to the second computer system. 
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16. The mediimi of clajim 14, wherein the servicing instruction (e) comprises the 
instructions for: 

(el) receiving the request from the first computer system by the second 
computer system, the request being packaged for the at least one enterprise user; 



. (e2) determining 
is associated with the second systeii(i 
system; and 

(e3) servicing the 



3y the second eDSA that the at least one enterprise user 
specified user identification for the second computer 

equest by the second computer system as if invoked by 
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the second system specified us er identification. 

17. A method for cooperative processing in a heterogeneous computer network, 
the network including a pluralii y of computers systems, comprising the steps of: 

(a) invoking a request by a first system specified user identification on a first of 
the plurality of computer systen s to be serviced on a second of the plurality of computer 



systems; 



(b) determining by a 
specified user identification is associated 
defined in an enterprise directory 
for the formation of an enterprise 

(c) packaging the reqiiest 



Irst eDSA on the first computer system that the first system 



with an enterprise user, the enterprise user being 
service shared by the first and second computer systems 



group; 

by the first eDSA as being invoked by the enterprise 



user; 



packaged 



(d) forwarding the 

(e) determining by a selcond 
enterprise user is associated with a 
computer system; and 

(f) servicing the packaged 
by the second system specified usei 



request to the second computer system; 
eDSA on the second computer system that the 
second system specified user identification for the second 

request by the second computer system as if invoked 
identification. 



18. A computer readable 
processing in a heterogeneous computer 



medium with program instructions for cooperative 
network, the network including a plurality of 
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computers systems, the instructions for: 

(a) invoking a request by a first system specified user identification on a first of 
the plurality of computer systems to be serviced on a second of the plurality of computer 



systems; 

(b) determinin' 
system specified user idem 



systems for the formation 



by the a first eDSA on the first computer system that the first 
ification is associated with an enterprise user, the enterprise user 



being defined in an enterpiise directory service shared by the first and second computer 



of an enterprise group; 



user; 



(c) packaging the request by the first eDSA as being invoked by the enterprise 



(d) forwarding the packaged request to the second computer system; 



(e) determining by a second eDSA on the second computer system that the 
enterprise user is associate^! with a second system specified user identification for the second 
computer system; and 

(f) servicing thje packaged request by the second computer system as if invoked 
by the second system specified user identification. 
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